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knew because of secrecy whether they 
were coming or not. 

Because of the secrecy, it was un-
known when the train would actually 
stop in North Platte, but hundreds of 
family members from the area came 
out with food, Christmas gifts, and bas-
kets of fruit to celebrate the troop 
train’s arrival. When the train finally 
arrived, the Nebraska troops were not 
aboard. Instead, it was Company D, the 
Kansas National Guard troops who 
were heading west. 

The crowd was disappointed but ral-
lied around the Kansas troops, gave 
them the gifts and food that they had 
prepared for the Nebraska National 
Guard and sent them on their way. The 
very next day, Rae Wilson of North 
Platte contacted the local newspaper 
to suggest that the community open a 
local canteen to meet the troop trains 
traveling in either direction across the 
United States. With this humble sug-
gestion, the North Platte Canteen was 
born. 

The North Platte Canteen met every 
troop train that stopped in North 
Platte from Christmas Day, 1941, to 
April 1, 1946, 5 years. While the volun-
teers never knew when the trains 
would be coming through because of 
national security, they were always 
there to serve the military personnel 
going off to war. 

The canteen served approximately 6 
million members of the Armed Forces 
at the North Platte Canteen in the 
Union Pacific Railroad station in 
North Platte. So that really con-
stituted probably three-fourths to 80 
percent of the total military personnel 
in the United States Army at that 
time. 

There were approximately 55,000 vol-
unteers from nearly 125 communities 
who helped to feed the troops that 
traveled through North Platte. It is es-
timated that 23 trains a day traveled 
through the community carrying be-
tween 2,000 and 5,000 troops each day. It 
is also estimated that the troops each 
month consumed 40,000 cookies, 30,000 
hard-boiled eggs, 6,500 doughnuts, 4,000 
loaves of bread, 3,000 pounds of meat, 
450 pounds of butter, 1,350 pounds of 
coffee, 1,200 quarts of ice cream and on 
and on and on. And this was done at a 
time when gasoline and food items 
were rationed. The majority of the 
items were donated to the effort, as the 
North Platte Canteen did not receive 
any Federal or any government assist-
ance of any kind. 

Individual volunteers also helped to 
get cards, letters, and phone calls to 
family and friends of the service per-
sonnel when they stopped in North 
Platte. The volunteers wrote the notes 
and made the phone calls to loved ones 
to let them know that the soldier that 
they were interested in was doing well. 

This week I introduced a resolution 
honoring the outstanding efforts of the 
individuals and communities involved 
with the North Platte Canteen in 
North Platte, Nebraska, during World 
War II. This is, I think, an example of 

the spirit of cooperation that we cur-
rently see across our country for our 
troops; and it just shows what can be 
done when partisanship is set aside, 
when everyone is united in one pur-
pose. And these people, members of our 
greatest generation, are now dis-
appearing very quickly. So I think it is 
important that we recognize their con-
tribution at this time because many of 
them in 2 years, 5 years, 10 years from 
now will not be around. So their ex-
traordinary act of generosity and serv-
ice to the country, I believe, needs to 
be recognized; and I urge support of 
this resolution.

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

HATE CRIMES LEGISLATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, we are 
all part of a larger community. If the 
rights of one are endangered, then ev-
eryone’s rights are endangered. That is 
why we must be concerned that across 
the country incidents of hate crimes 
continue to rise. The San Francisco 
Bay area, my own backyard, reported 
more than 357 hate crimes last year. 
This is up from 317 in the year 2001. 
Last fall a transgender teenager, a 17-
year-old, from Silicon Valley was mur-
dered by four acquaintances. Earlier 
this month, the body of a 30-year-old 
bisexual man was found buried in a 
shallow grave in Monterey County. 

We must stop this. We must work for 
tougher legislation to protect those 
targeted for hate crimes. And we can 
do this by passing a Federal hate 
crimes law to protect all Americans. 
No one in America should live in fear 
because of his or her ethnic back-
ground, religious affiliation, gender, 
disability, or sexual preference. That is 
why it is important to pass meaningful 
hate crimes legislation and pass it now. 
We need to strengthen our existing 
laws to protect people against all hate 
crimes. We must send a message to all 
Americans that hateful behavior is 
wrong and will not be tolerated in our 
Nation. Our law enforcement officials 
need vigorous tools to fight and pros-
ecute hate crimes because existing 
Federal law is inadequate. 

That is why I have been, and will 
continue to be, a strong supporter of 

the gentleman from Michigan’s (Mr. 
CONYERS) Local Law Enforcement Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act. With this bill, 
for the first time under Federal law, 
sexual orientation, gender, and dis-
ability would be added to the list of 
categories covered by Federal civil 
rights laws. In addition, Mr. Speaker, 
it would expand Federal civil rights 
laws to allow prosecution of hate 
crimes even if the event did not occur 
during a federally protected activity 
such as while voting or attending 
school. Also, the hate crimes bill would 
expand the circumstances under which 
the Federal Government could offer as-
sistance to State and local govern-
ments to help prosecute these crimes. 

Last Congress we had 208 bipartisan 
co-sponsors on this bill. This Congress 
we need to pass it into law. The Repub-
lican leadership has cast this bill aside. 
That is unacceptable. We have another 
chance in the 108th Congress, and I will 
continue to work with the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) until this 
bill is passed into law. 

Congress must make it clear that 
there is no room for personal attacks 
and bigotry in the United States of 
America. We are all part of a greater 
community, and we will only be pro-
tected from hate crimes when all our 
neighbors are protected from hate 
crimes. 

f 

THE MATRICULA CONSULAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, every 
year or so for the last several years 
there has been an attempt to bring 
something before the body and, in fact, 
it has come before the body and it is 
referred to as amnesty, sometimes an 
extension of 245(i), or that is the tech-
nical way of explaining it. But none-
theless, it is always a process, a desire 
on the part of people here and maybe 
even in the administration to grant 
amnesty to people who are living here 
illegally, that is, to reward people who 
have broken our laws by coming into 
the United States without our permis-
sion. It is a bad idea, and so far the 
Congress of the United States has 
failed to go along with it, thank good-
ness. 

So what has happened in the last sev-
eral months really is that a new tactic 
has been applied here, a new strategy 
has been developed. Unfortunately, I 
think even with the agreement of the 
administration, something else is hap-
pening in order to accomplish exactly 
the same thing. Instead of now passing 
a bill through the House of Representa-
tives simply granting amnesty to ev-
eryone who is living here illegally and 
rewarding them for that behavior, 
there is another thing that is going on, 
and what is happening is this: foreign 
nations hand out to their nationals 
something called the Matricula Con-
sular. That is what it is referred to by 
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